
The Solution 

The Design Independence Personal Finance Philosophy 

1. Savings rate is the most important factor in personal finance. 

2. Until you have a very large portfolio of financial assets, your biggest opportunity to improve 

your financial life is better management of your income and savings.  Let me be specific: Until 

your portfolio of investment assets exceeds at least $0.5M, how much you save is far more 

important than chasing a 1% increase in your returns. 

3. You cannot out-earn your spending. 

4. Managing risk in your financial life is achieved most effectively through careful management of 

family expenses, having multiple income streams, investing in your career or business, 

maintaining high-quality relationships, and gaining valuable skills.  Having the right insurance is 

important, too.  Security selection in your portfolio is only one part of your risk-management 

strategy. 

The Design Independence Way 

1. We get mighty specific about what you want and why.  This starts with your values, vision, 

strategy, and goals.  How can you use your money to get where you want to go? 

2. You gather complete data about where your money is actually going. 

3. With spending data in hand, we work through the hard questions: Is how you’re spending your 

money in alignment with who you are and what you want in the world?  Will your actions today 

get you the results you want in the future? 

4. We apply perspective, expertise from looking at many different budgets, and specific techniques 

to help you manage your money.  Together we create a budget for your family that will move 

you toward your goals, no matter where you are today. 

What is included? 

1. 30-minute consultation to assess your current budget situation, and your fit for me as a client 

and my fit for you as a budget coach.  There is no charge for this consultation. 

2. 90-minute review of what you want and why, and of your real spending data. 

3. A multi-page budget recommendation to get you to your goals, including specific action steps 

we agree upon. 

4. Two 60-minute check-ins, scheduled at your convenience, during our first six-months working 

together. 

5. Access to other caring, competent, professionals (CFPs, attorneys, CPAs, and insurance agents) 

to help you in other areas of your financial life. 

  



Price 

The initial budget planning fee is $1000 for families with combined incomes of $120,000 per year or less, 

and $2000 for families with incomes greater than $120,000 per year. 

Families who follow this process will probably recoup their coaching fee within less than three months – 

and very possibly within one month, depending on their level of intensity in implementation.  And you 

will feel so much more in control of your life and money, too. 


